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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director of Central ‘Inte]ligenc‘e

SUBJECT: | Briefing of American Ambassadors on U-2
Operations

1. Since the inception of U-2 overflights in the summer of 1956
there has been no written policy nor standard procedure with regard
to the briefing of American Ambassadors - either in countries being
overflown or in countries wherein U-2 flights originate or terminate.
Each U-2 operation involving a foreign country is evaluated from the
operational and contingency planning viewpoint and a determination is
made, in conjunction with the State Department, as to whether the
Ambassador should be made witting of the activity. We traditionally

have deferred to the State Dena_ ment on this question whenever they
have expressed strong convictiins Wil M\_g;a.rd to any particular
operation, B

, g tzs b o2n to advise the Ambassador
if we perceive some cpreraiic: ive  ~.ge in so doing, or in instances
wherein his lack of nowiedgs misht ¢oove embarrassing should some
mishap or protesi result from the act iy, :

2, Géneria.,:lly, the nrace

3. There are few insiances of recurd > wherein the American
Ambassador to a country being overfis: .. has been advised of the act1v1ty
= ‘ prior to or during the course =i such opervations. It was n.: done in
. 25X1D such cases as the Soviet Uniox. || (ndcoresia and ne Middle
East countries. The rationale which led to this decision was predicated
- on the belief that it would be to the advantage of all concerned if the
Ambassadors could honestly disclaim any knowledge of such operatlons

should thevy evoke a query or protest.

Ert—.

4, In a fevir c'ases, 5. % .2 Laos, srotests or events have dictated = '
the need to brief the AmJaDudQOI' onp. xand futu_rga planned operations
in his area of concern. B : L
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